SKri ICT 



US 



uoB-A-qt'M 



Chief, Foreign Division "M" 



26 Mar 1951 



I 



Chief of Station, Carlsruh* 

Operational 

Recruiting •»<* Development of CAMBIO 



1 # CAMBIO «i released on 2 Novealar 191*5 free the 85 Prisoner of War rs^ 
ill Breltenbech 9 Caoohoelovakla, to bo token to Johann (worgenetadt, Soviet Lone 
of Oarratny# to work ee e "free worker" In the Frleoh disk Mine III of the then 
named Soviet Letoedrol Mining Company. While this became the Wlaant A.G. in 
19 Uj, CAMBIO continued working In Johenaga er ga n etadt ee a niner, heed miner* 
safety itclneer and finally in Novmaber 19h9 heed engineer in a pit in Auerbach* 
Although he wee in close touch with Soviet personnel and had lea rn ed to apeak 
cone Ruedan# he had roaaeroue run-inf: with Soviet authorltiee until July 1°U9 “7 
when, CAMBIO eaye, hie pay wee cut off indefinitely to perwwade tain to nl^i e • 
statement that he would lnforw for the WOP* 

2* In 19li9 CAiiBIC eeye that he wae active In anti-Crams inlet autiwity in 
Johanngeo rg enaisdt ♦ V,c wee pilfering paper for one OBnther OSTcRANa, a foreer ^ 
Latin teacher at the high school in Johsnngeorgenstedt. OSTfcRUANh we 6 printing ; 
and distributing anti-Cniaainlst pamphlets for the local LDP circle until arrest- 
ed In August 19b9 sines which tine he has completely disappeared* OSTTIQIAKN, how- 
ever wee eleo sized up with CAMBIO in sabotage* While CAMBIO wee security en- 
gineer for e number of pits in Johaim g eor gen ets it , he was eteeling ezploelvwe 
trm Wineat which wexw used by him, CAMBIO 8, CAMBIO 18 and OOTHUUMB In blowing 
' up dx shaft towers In the areas of Sachsen bel 0eorgental 9 Uesehegrito end Zobes* 

, CAMBIO does not believe that OSTERMANH wee really broken by the security polios 
sines CAMBIO 8 and IS are still working for tflsmut* CAMBIO, however 9 no longer 
received any pay but since he had received two prises of 5*000 Ostaaxka as an 
Aktlvlst* ho could te^orerlly afford to hold onto his independence. In the aid- 
die of Hovenber (In writing CAMBIO specifies 18 November while orally he sped- 
|Ak% ft as 16 Bsvwnber 1^50^ he was arrested in Auerbach* taken to Johanngeorgenstadt 

where on the sane 'ST (foe) YLVDOCUaKKO (See ICE-11355) read out before hie that 
for "economic sabotage and the stealing of explosives" CAMBIO was sentenced to 25 
- years 9 herd labor* On the evening of the sans day, he was taken to a private 
residence in flatten, CseehoclovekiA (according to ' is Lubenslauf , it wi lArUrfca 
Ca*f>) where he rmwlnsrf for a few hours until callsd upon by a Soviet officer who 
took hie mousy on head (he retained so c In a money belt) to be exchanged into 
Ctech curroncy. This officer told CAMBIO that ha would receive on the following 
day notice of his "new work* A CJL1BIC says that, because he was not under guard* 
he did not w».it for the news w his nev work but left that evening for Vest lerlin. 
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3. Ones there, he read the first accounts In the West Berlin press of the I 

heavily exaggerated news reports of tho explosion In Pit #57 In Johanngeorren- 

stadt. This, according to CA!T?IG's account, had been organised by hia and i 

* caused the death of "only 56 miners which was very fortunate since all of them 
with one exception wore $OOi SKD Aktlristen • " This lad been a simple matter to 

organise, claims CAMBIO, because the Soviets with their false sense of economy i 

hed. Instead of nm.iing a cable around a powder ma pa tine, had rur* the cable 

direotly through it* Consequently hentinp up the cable, without setting fire I 

to It, was arranged so that when * he.it arrived at the powder magaalne, where t 

the usual mining explosives and detonators were stored, it blew up* If this 



explosion story 1 » true and if CAMBIO really organised It, hie pride for having j 

brought it off in absentia is understandable. 

1*. On 16 Uarch 1951 CAMBIO presented himaelf at the S-2 Liaison Of j ice, ; 

759 Military Police Battalion with a detailed map with legend of the Johann- i 

georgenstadt area* Since this asp was skillfully drawn and appeared to be very i 

detailed, he was />ald 10 Vestnarks fo<* hia trouble* In the course of a abort i 

conversation ha stated that ha had participated in some sabotage of mining in- 
stallations in the Vi smut area and planned to keep in touch with hia comrades \ 

there for the purpose of further sabotage and holding together a resistance 
group of miners for the day whan hostilities with the Soviet Union began* 

Sine* ' ’ - nap contained the exact location of the Soviet Transport unit in Jo- 
ha 'adt, it was decided to try out CAMBIO in locating and numbering 

transport unite in the V leant mining area* Since he had already i 

i mention of spending e few weeks In this ares at the end of April 

^ . lly consented to gather any information we requested of him* It 

ah* ome In mind that the CAMBIO operation began in this way — that he 

was going to mike the trip in order to keep alive ids contacts and that we gave 
him a few tasks to do alongside hie planned activities* Since hia identity 

card and work book had been kept by Vlssmt, he was travelling to the area with i 

no doom rrtat ion and ones there was using various Vismut ulna passes* of oo^ 

redes of hie to travel about in raatricted areas* And because he had already 

traveled about blade in this restricted ares in Uarch 1950 and again in Jams* 

ary 1951 with no apparent thoutftt for the danger incurred, the coning trip of 

April 1951 represented to him merely another visit to his comrades* When asked i 

why he had not attwpted to obtain some documentation, CAMBIO said that he had 

heard that illegal shops existed for panering people up but that he had no mon- 

my. Accordingly he was pleased to be supplied with a false £ast Zone identity 

card aade out by TAB in exchange for information on Transport units which he 

would try to collect* 

5* At this stage it seaae worth the trouble to venture divining hie mo- 
tives for tripe to the Soviet Zone just to visit his comrades and to keap the i 

spark of their resistance alive with, as far as can be seen, llttlo gain for 
hi eaalf The most important factor appears to be hia restlessness when unoccu- 
pied* He made hie first trip in late autumn of 19U9 when he became impatient 
with the refugee and msployment situation in Vest Berlin* i.t that time fcllmr- 

lng hie sentence to 25 years' hard labor by a Soviet "court* and hia imedlate ' 

escape and whllV hie wife remained in the Soviet Zoos pregnant, he vent black i 
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from West Berlin to the British Zone where on 26 riovember he reported to the Brlt- 
■) leh refuge* center In Helaetedt. On the following day he nee sent to the CCO 
office In Wlotho (Friedrich Ebert str. 1) where he woe debriefed from 21 Nov c m 
| ber to 10 December 1950, Fron there he wee released to the Hernmnnsborn camp 
from which he received* temporary iritis h Zone pees. Unable to find suitable 
work, he worked ao a lumberman while waiting In vain for a fairly good position 
with an Aachen engineering fins to materialize. When on 5 Kerch 1950 this Job 
fell through# CAMBIO left Hi poorly paying lumbering job and returned to Saxony 
to renew hie acquaintances. On this short visit ho allegedly gathered wining 
information# obtained a Russian Geiger counter and Electroscope (sic) *M«h he 
left at Elstertal and crossed over to the American Zone and turned bbaelf in 
to CTC at Munich. The aonthe si jCTC, even though he spent meet ^f his tine 
at the drafting board and drawing up engineering report# on ▼orlops «real«s 
wines# were apparently not particularly ' since told him that hie ac- 
count of ill. military carwr did not aquar. m*** r ® c ° rU f* '*• l * Pf"** of 

hi. eonbat rooord with the WaTf.n 35 •** * nc •"» lnolot. that hi. ac- 

countlnf la cortwct. For that w-'TfJ w >* hin ^ on *® ^ Into 

thla natter one a rain. I r— * lh * ■ 111Ur F hi.tory he wrote up in hi. 

Lsbenslauf la prwbeWLr ^rr%c t. Ha has not been discouraged from discussing 
the fine ° r the Pra****** artsy and the exploits In arms of the 33. A 

foatm*** ftM* military account le his verbal account of hie admiration for 
He described an evening during which he witnessed 3KGRZEKT# bundled 
mp so that he was unrecopii sable , enter a cafe and refuse to give the Hitler sa- 
ints. When reprimanded by an officious low ranking officer present# SKORZKKT 
removed his field coat disclosing his Identity which caused acute embarrassment 
on the pert of other military personnel present. In a military way# CAMBIO la 
tins shamed of anything he has dims and probably looks forward to the time whan 
he will experience the same sort of exhilarating tints once again. On the other 
hand# It is regrettable that there le no record of the work be did free March 
to Jane 1950 on uranium mining at CCTC. If these reports turned out to be false# 
this fact would have been noted or If they were of value# they would certainly 
have been passed on to the proper Intelligence office. In sramaation. It remains 
somewhat hasy just what CAMBIO wee doing — not to speak of what ht was thinking — 
In the period from November 19U9 until June 195 0. He had heard no word from his 
wife and did not even know if he wes a father. 



6. Released from KCIC in June 1950 without funds# CAMBIO returned to the 
■as m of his poorly paying lumbering Job where he was given soma money. Although 
KCXC wes acodous to obtain the Russian Geiger counter which he hid left In the 
Soviet Zone# he was refused any help in documentation. Determined to get It 
aqywmy# CAMBIO crossed black on 5 July 1950 from the Helaetedt ares Into the 
Scarlet Zone where he was arrested as an lilt gal border croseer. Hie game would 
prwbably have been up at thla point# since his name was listed with the border 
Tolkepollsei as s wanted man# but for the circumstance that the year of hla 
birth as wrlttsn on his British Zone pass differed from his year of birth on 
the Volkepolisei wanted list. He says that he talked his way out of the arrest 
and was returned to the British Zone. He crossed again black into tba Soviet 
Zona# picked up the Gel per counter and was on his way to Berlin by train when 
an unexpected baggage Inspection caused him to loave the train at Jftterborg with 
the Oelger counter lost to him. 
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7. He finally Arrived In West Berlin on 29 August 1950 where he found hi* 
wife, adopted eon end new eon* They had arrived In Berlin on 7 July 1950* CA1®I0 
wee vwoognlsed ee a polltloel refugee on 18 September 1950 and on 23 September 
took a teoporary job ee turbine engineer et Bewmg In BerlliwUoaMt. This Job, 
paying a net salary of h70 Bsstaarks nonthly, lasted until 29 December 1950* Un- 
employed, he traveled black in January 1951 to Saxony end turned up on 16 March 
1951 at 8-2 with hie nape. 

8* CAMBIO lives in the french Sector of Berlin with hie wife, two yowg 
children in ©qua lid conditions. Although ha has a houelng permit fron the Ber- 
lin Kegletrat, he has not the funds to pay for a deoent place to live* He re- 
ceive© approximately 100 ttectnarks fren the eocial eecurlty office. In the de- 
velopmental field project outline, it has been proposed to pay him provisional- 
ly 200 Uoetmarke nonthly* 

9* Hie work far us requites him to spend considerable amounts of time trav- 
eling around In the Soviet Zone thereby tanking it Impossible for him to hold down 
a steady job — if he could find one — In meet Berlin* 

10* CAMBIO has been charged with the following tasks t 

a* Obtain telephone numbers, addressee of personnel of ell offices and 
mein sections of the mein aArimlstretlon of « inset, A.0. in 81©pmr-6ehftnau| thie 
includes Soviet off lee© end 0©man offices* 

b* Submit daily reports on ore shipments by truck end rail from various 
Objekte to Siegmer-Seh8neu 

04 Gather detailed informal ion on Transport unite. Including locution, 
veUlole numbers, vehicle traffic and Soviet personnel 

d« Find out routes and naans of transportation of ore being shipped in 
and out of Siegoar-SchBnau 

•* Information on German Dietreaees of Soviet personnel at Vimmit, A«0* 

11, Thie picture will hnv© to be quite well completed before we can begin 
to consider any further action in the KHAFSOOT pro pram* 
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Pre July 1949 : 

21 tct. 1948 1 Conducted Soviet major from Thuringia black into As Zone* 

up to July 49: Numerous run-ins with Soviets 



? July 1949: Pay cut off indefinitely to persuade him to inform for NKWD. 

T July 1949 (before or after attempted recruieaent for NKWD?)* Propaganda and 
sabotage connections* 

bugug tl949: Arrest of iSTERMANN, CAMBIO'S colleague in propaganda and 

sabotage. 

16 9 13 or 20 Nov 1949: Arrested for sabotage and stealing explosives; sentenced 
to 25 years hard labor, taken to private residence (or camp? ) 

* in CSR, where left unguarded. Left for West Berlin. 

late autumn 1449: Crossed black into British Zone after becoming Impatient with 

refugee and employment situation in West Berlin. 

26 Nov 1949: Reported to British refugee center. 

27 Nov 49-18 Dec 69* Debriefed by British CCG, Vlotho. 



5 latch 1950: Left British -one bl :ck for Sazony, after engineering job feMl 

thru or because bored with low-paying lumber Job. While in 
Sov Zone gathered mining info plus Geiger Counter and 
Electroscope which he left at Elsterstal. 

? March 1950: Crossed from Sov Zone to Am Zone and reported to CIC Munich. 

? March 1950 - ? June 1950: Worked for ECIC on uranium mining (no record available) 
? June 1950: Returned to British Zone and resumed lumber Job. 

5 July 1950: Crossed black to Sov Zone, arrested as illegal border cr os ser 

but released because birthyear on VP wanted list differed from 
that on his British Zone pass. 



txiiAyzs sxbmgxBB 7 

? July 1950: 

7 July 1950: 

? (Jly or "ug) 50: 

29 Aug 50: 

18 Sept. 1950: 

23 Sept. 1950: 

20 Dec. 1950: 



After release, returned to British Zone. 

Wife and sons arrived West Berlin. 

Agalh crossed black to s 0 v Zone, picked up Geiger counter, 
left it on *»er lin- bound train qhen he got off at Juterborg. 
Arrived West Berlin. 

Recognized as political refugee. 

Took temporary Job as turbine eng neer in Berlin-Moabit. 
fen foglneerlng job ended. 



? January 1951: 
16 March 1951: 



April 1951: 
15 lay 1951: 



Crossed black to Saxony. 

Appeared at £-2 Liaison office, West Berlin ^resented amp of 
Johanngeorgenstadt area; was interviewed by £ p, paid 
10 DM, and given false E. Zone identity card and EEI's. 

Address at this time: french Sector. 

Crossed back to Sov ‘-one. 

Expected to return to *’est Berlin. 
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